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Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery

Urban Risk Management

Recognizing the immense disaster risks faced by
urban centers, UNDP has implemented several
urban risk management projects with a clear focus

on local action. Risk in urban areas is a
combination of two factors: first, location and
exposure to hazards; and second, increased
vulnerability due to poor Ilocal governance,

environmental degradation, and the overstretching
of resources.

CITIES AND RISKS ARE

GROWING

In 2008, for the first time in history, half of the world's
population, or 3.3 billion people, lived in urban areas
One-third of the worldwide urban population — or 1
billion people — currently live in siums.

—
, . e s e
Floods, landshdes and aval s affect a Kabul neighbourhood in
spring 2009 (£ UN Phota/Fardin Waezi).

If managed well, cities have huge potential for
influencing improvements in risk management. These
advances are achievable through economies of scale



l MJ@MMQWJJLSJJMSJAJM\J‘WW

et AR ]
hy .
BN \ \ o O A A N o X A. " IR
LAV N 3 o TR 0 ‘Q W aR » N \,ﬁ)-
\ N " \ 1) \ ¥ w . A
3 o A8 \ " A (N ) 5




Ol Oleas s e J s

ML, &»\Lm,w)o )69)5,5,,,}1 £ g

)sﬁfww)d Y. L&J‘ YA Sgd=> Le‘,u\\ﬂ" Q‘)"‘ 5O
Qo0 A dga VT e e ST aiog b ypds jo



Y - I = - B -
F=T =~ T~ N T — T =1

30

1300

036

1335

2

1345

5%

135

1365

e 5 Ola) s a2 ) duslia

38

1375

i

1385

86

1380

1395

20

1400

(1008 g e e | 52

v 104 1 Z 3

el S bl i ldnan wola JT
- 1= 1= H



Figure 1: Percentage of urban population (1950-2050)
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Deborah Balk, Professor, Marxe School of Public and
International Affairs, Baruch College, The City University of New
York
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Figure 32: The determinants of urban risk
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Figure 4: A simple typology of urban hazards
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